The Purpose of the Book Review

· To provide a review that will help the readership determine how useful the book will be for teaching particular courses

· To identify how the book is applicable to criminal justice, criminology, sociology, and other related curriculums

· To identify the course and level of students for which the book will be most useful 
Guide to Writing a Book Review for ACJSToday

· Always provide a full APA citation of the book

· The book review length should be between 700 and 1200 words

· Provide your name as you would like it to appear in the newsletter, title (if applicable) and affiliation (University and/or organization)

· Do not try to summarize the book but provide a description of book.  The description should give the reader an understanding of the book.

· Consider the book’s purpose and major themes

· Consider the author(s) background/experience and how that affects the perspective of the book

· Highlight special features of the book (charts, illustrations, electronic resources etc.)

· Who is the best audience for this type of book (undergraduates, graduates, practitioners etc.)?

· If applicable and important highlight changes in the current edition

· Only quote passages if they are noteworthy and add to the reader’s understanding of the book

· Negative comments should kept at a minimum, balanced and well thought

· Conclude with an overall assessment of the book and your personal reaction (focus on the book’s contribution to the field)

· Keep citations to a minimum but if necessary be sure to cite properly and provide the bibliographic reference at the end of the article

Reading the Book

· Read the book carefully

· Pay close attention to the introduction/preface

· Observe the table of contents and book’s structure

· Pay attention to the author’s purpose and intended audience

· Don’t skip abstracts or summaries

· Take careful notes and highlight while you read

Submitting your Book Review

· E-mail your review as an attachment using Microsoft Word

· Email to parsonspolny@vcu.edu
· Submission of a review to ACJSToday implies that the review has not been published elsewhere nor is it currently under submission to another publication

Book Review Organization

Step 1:  Bibliographic Reference





Use APA Style





Step 2: Introduction





Summary of author’s purpose and focus of the book





Step 3:  Body of the Paper





Further describe the book’s main points and provide constructive criticism





Step 4:  Conclusion





Overall assessment of the book
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