NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE MONTH

SAMPLE PROCLAMATION

       HIGHLIGHTED AREAS NEED TO BE MODIFIED
National Criminal Justice Month

March 2011
· Whereas an estimated $215 billion in justice system expenditures was spent by all levels of government in 2006;

· Whereas roughly 2.4 million employees work in the justice system at all levels of government;

· Whereas at year end 2007, over 5.1 million adult men and women were supervised in the community, either on probation or parole;
· Whereas as of June 30, 2008, state and federal correctional authorities had jurisdiction or legal authority over 1,610,584 prisoners. Additionally, 785,556 inmates were held in custody in local jails;
· Whereas the FY 2009 National Drug Control Budget was $15.8 billion;
· Whereas increased incarceration efforts have disproportionately impacted poor, minorities;
· Whereas in 2004, state and federal courts convicted a combined total of nearly 1,145,000 adults of felonies;
· Whereas roughly half of all Americans (46%) frequently or occasionally worry about their home being burglarized when they are not home;
· Whereas roughly half of all Americans (47%) have avoided certain places or neighborhoods they might otherwise want to go to;
· Whereas crime rates have generally dropped since the early 1990s, yet, on an annual basis most Americans believe the rate of crime is increasing;
· Whereas roughly 27% of Americans have very little or no confidence in the criminal justice system;
· Whereas an estimated 32% of Americans believe the criminal justice system is somewhat- or very unfair in its treatment of people accused of committing a crime;
· Whereas 73% of Americans view the drug problems in the U.S. as extremely or very serious;
· Whereas 5.5% (about 6.4 million) of U.S. households experienced identity theft;
Whereas, [Your organization] is joining forces with victim service providers, criminal justice officials, and concerned citizens throughout [Your City/County/Parish/State/Tribe] to observe National Criminal Justice Month.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, __________________________, as [Governor/County Executive/Mayor, etc.] of ______________________________,  do hereby proclaim March 2011 as NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE MONTH in [Your City/County/Parish/State/Tribe] and applaud the efforts of the many criminal justice professionals, scholars, and others for their efforts in promoting awareness about criminal justice. 


_______________________________   (signature)

___________________________________   (date)
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