The Short History of National Criminal Justice Month

The purpose of National Criminal Justice Month is to promote societal awareness regarding the causes and consequences of crime, as well as strategies for preventing and responding to crime. The motivation for recognizing the Month largely stemmed from the criminal justice system regularly touching the lives of nearly every American in some form or another. Most directly impacted by the system are the millions of individuals who have been victimized by crime; the millions who are incarcerated, or on probation or parole; and the nearly three million Americans who are employed in the justice system. 
The designation of March as National Criminal Justice Month occurred in March 2009, however efforts toward having the month recognized as such began a few years prior. On March 16, 2007 the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS) Executive Board decided to investigate the potential for having March be considered National Criminal Justice Month. The idea was proposed to the board by ACJS member John Smykla. Through assistance from several ACJS members the idea started to become a reality. Particularly, ACJS member Bob Walsh agreed to ask his Congressman, Ted Poe (from the 2nd District of Texas), to support the idea. Congressman Poe agreed, and the Resolution was introduced January 9, 2009. On March 4, 2009, H. Res 45 passed in the House of Representatives by roll call vote. The vote was held under a suspension of the rules to cut debate short and pass the resolution, needing a two-thirds majority. This usually occurs for non-controversial legislation. The totals were 415 Ayes, 0 Nays.

Later in 2009, the ACJS Executive Board assembled an ad hoc committee to consider what could be done to celebrate the Month and offer suggestions regarding what ACJS should do: (1) for its members and students, (2) to inform the public, and (3) to affect public policy. The ad hoc committee consisted of Charles Crawford (Western Michigan University), Marissa Levy (Richard Stockton College of New Jersey), Vidisha Barua Worley (University of North Texas - Dallas), and Chip Burns (Texas Christian University) who chaired the committee. The committee offered a series of suggestions, including:

For Members and Students:
· A student paper and/or poster contest;

· Promotional fliers inserted into ACJS annual meeting bags;

· Advertising the month through distributing pens, bookmarks, ribbons, bracelets, stickers, key chains, posters, fliers, and/or related items;

· Selecting and recommending a criminal justice/criminology book to read for the Month, and discussing the work at a panel during the annual meeting; 

· Setting up a table in the ACJS annual meeting exhibit hall and perhaps at the ASC annual meeting;
· Encouraging college criminal justice societies/organizations to host events to promote the Month;
· During the Month, recognizing criminal justice professionals or criminologists who have contributed to criminal justice awareness.
For the general public:

· Reaching out to police departments and other criminal justice-based agencies to see if they would distribute promotional materials;
· Setting up a 5k run either at the annual meeting or elsewhere to promote the Month;
· Setting up a “March is National Criminal Justice Month” Facebook fan group page;
· Coordinating with private agencies to promote the Month.

To affect criminal justice policy:

· Distributing public service announcements recognizing March as National Criminal Justice Month. Creating a template for members and others to use;
· Encouraging government leaders to recognize the Month.
The Committee strongly recommended that ACJS provide web space and an associated link to a National Criminal Justice Month site, and establish an ongoing, relatively small committee to monitor and facilitate ACJS’s efforts and interests in promoting the Month.
ACJS has taken several steps toward addressing these suggestions through providing various Criminal Justice Month-resources on its website.
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